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M. A. Thesis

Types of Reading Methods by Hangang and the

Modern Significance

Bae Nan-hi

Department of Reading and Writing
Graduate School
Yeungnam University

(Directed by Professor Kim Ki—ho, Prof. Shin Tae—su)

(Abstract)

Hangang Jeong Gu is one of the representative Ye scholars in
the Joseon Dynasty from the latel6th century to the early 17th
century. Research on Hangang published so far was mostly
focused on Study of Ye. Most of them studied the
Neo-Confucian origin of Gahak with his scholastic history in his
family: him as a great—grandson of Hanhwondang Kim
Goengphil. Yeongnam scholastic mantle was succeeded by
inheriting Study of Toegye and accepting the influence of Study
of Nammyeong; the research revealed activities of Hangang
within the range of the activities of Confucian scholars in the
late 16th century. Also, it explained the status of Hangang as

the scholastic origin of Near—-Seoul Southerner Scholars.
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Hangang, a student of Toegye Lee Hwang and Nammyeong
Cho Sik, succeeded the scholastic world and thoughts of the
two teachers. He accepted both Study of Toegye that
emphasized introspective discipline and the scholastic mantle of
Study of Nammyeong that emphasized social practice at the
same time. He also completed his own scholastic world and
thoughts beyond the two teachers’ frames. Hangang is
considered a Neo—-Confucian scholar who has not only internal
and external but also personally and socially practical tradition.
Created by Hangang, ‘Study of Hangang affected Near-Seoul
Southerner Scholars later.

Reading is the most representative learning method of all
time. The trend of reading after the introduction of Chu His's
Neo-Confucianism in the Confucian society of the Joseon
Dynasty was in line with Chu His’s reading method. However,
there were a few differences in the reading methods due to the
state of the period and divergence of scholars’ opinions.
Hangang also accepted reading methods of the two teachers and
developed his own reading method. The study was focused on
his reading method that became the basis of Hangang's
scholastic world and thoughts.

Regardless of time periods, the importance of reading has
been emphasized. However, answers to why we should read
cannot but be slightly different according to the time and
situation. Moreover, emphasizing the importance of reading
unquestioningly can diminish the benefits of efficient reading. It
1S obvious that reading i1s a universal tool to acquire practical
and internal insights. Book is the window of world from others’

perspectives; we cannot experience all happening in the world
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or share other people’s feelings. Reading, however, can help
understand various lives and works in the world within the
shortest possible time specifically and logically, and draw
application of the in to the life.

Hangang pointed out scholastic ills and presented the reading
method. In a nutshell, his reading method emphasizes the
importance of emptying and soothing your mind before reading
and straightening the mind while reading for the right attitude.
When it comes to reading method, he suggests repeated
reading, careful and habitual reading, reading from the writer’'s
perspective, reading by considering the key idea, reading in
group, etc. By doing so, you can reach the Hangang's purpose
of reading, which i1s to extend and practice the pleasure of
enlightenment and knowledge acquired from the reading to not
only yourself but also the society.

The modern society requires imaginative power, creativity
and judgment. Rather than just holding information, having ability
to resolve problems with the information is valued in this
society. Therefore, the information era requires much more
reading and thinking. Even the same knowledge can have
different values according to how to use and interpret. In this
era, it 1S necessary to continuously ask with imaginative power
and think from different angles. Therefore, the study reviewed
the reading method of Hangang to investigate the implications of
the traditional reading method on the modern people.

The reading method suggested by Hangang is expected to
help the modern people introspect their reading attitudes,
reading techniques and purposes of reading. What Hangang

emphasizes is to integrate reading into the life, moving beyond
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simple acquisition of knowledge or reading for fun. It is critical
to practice what you realize from reading in personal and social
lives. Additionally, it presents a reading process that is as
systematic and strategic as the modern scientific reading theory.
As such, further detailed discussion on how to utilize it in the

educational field is required.

Keywords: Hangang, Toegye, Nammyeong, Yeongnam scholastic
mantle, ‘Study of Hangang’, reading methods, reading attitudes,
reading techniques, purposes of reading, pleasure of

enlightenment, social practice.
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